
£QRRD QF SUPERU]~SORS ~[D:209z~Ss6830 RPR 2$’98 [57~o.0$0 P.02

Comments by 8upe~isor Demn Kol~glan "
Dlsffi~t One, Fresno County

¯ CALFED Bay.Delta Program,
Public Hearing
April 22, 1998

My name is Deran Koilglan, Supervisor for 121strict One in Fresno County, which for the
last four dare.des have been the number one agricultural county in the nation. Fresno County
literally feeds mu~h of ~. nation and th~ world, For the last five years, our Coun~ has
p~u~d more than $3 billion wo~ o~ fa~ comm.!ties each year. with a re~rd $3.4 billion
produced last year siena. This represents the high~st gross pmdu~tion value of farm pr~u~s
over a 20-year span. ~is $3 plus billion ~ntributes more than $t 1.g billio~ ~nnual~ to Fresno
Count’s gross domes~ product. From a~lchokes to zucchfnl, bok choy to turnips, Fresno
coun~ grows It all -- over 200 ~omrnurui~l ~mmoditles,

Fresno County’s Impressive agricuitum Is dependent on the fe~lfa soils uf the V~iley
floor, a long growing season, and a water delive~ infrastructure that provide for the year round
abili~ to irr~ate Crops, ~ose of us who have bean Involved with farming unders~n~
Im~an~ of water ~ ~e pmduc~inn nf our food and fiber products, In ~is Valley - as in the
rest of California ~. water Is life, If we run sho~ of water or if it is mailo~ted away from
agriculture, our e~noml¢ base wil! Ilterally d~ up and wither away like the last leaf on
almost dormant grapevine..

i supped a s~tewide effoff to protect ~r water supplies, ensuring that a signifl~nt
of our ~unty’s agriculture does not d~ up and wither away. ~e CALFED Bay-Delta Program
presents an oppoffunity to fix the environmental problems in t~ 8aeramento-San Je~uin
Delta, the sour~ of water for a large pa~ ef my 8upew~sorlal District. The ultimate goal
c~a~ a solution that will a~leve environmental objectives in ~e Bay-Delta and improve water
quali~, water supply and reliability, thereby maintaining California’s economy,

Farmers on the ~un~’s west side, which makes up about 25 per~n~ of the ~unty
wide gross farm output, haw seen reduced water supplies in seven of the last nine years -- in
pa~ bemuse of the inability of getting water thigh an environmentally fragile Delta. The dm~
environmental Impact m~ outlines options In a manageable set ~f alterna~ves ti~at will lead to
negotiations for an ultimate solution. We want to emphasize the Importan~ of developing an
int~rat~, balan~d program that will address the water quality and environmental r~tomtlon
issues. ~nd restore the water supply mliabiflty ne~ssaW to sustain our vital ag

To be su~s~ful and provide a balanced wo~able solution, ~he preferred alternative of
the CALFED P~mm must include the best elemen~ of the three subm!Sed proposals. Water
~se~alion and m~ycling, and water tranafe~ a~ elements Included tn the proposals, Those
approaches am a~ready in pla~, and have been a ~mmon practice for our farmem for many
years, We know that ~ese e~ements alone w~ll not solve the problems In the Delta and a~ n~t
enough to meet California’s growing water supply
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The ultimate solution must include new water storage and conveyance facilities.
Surface and groundwater storage facilities in various slzes are critical to a Bay~Deita solution.
Added storage north arid south of the Delta will provide more flexibility in meeting ag, urban,
and environmental needs, Without additional water storage and conveyance facilities, we will
only ex¢hange problems without creating solutions.

There is great concern for the CALFED component of farmland retirement as a tool to
reduce demand for water, Taking farmland out of production to free up a water supply creates
deep c~noern for the economies of the Valley. Removing thousands of acres of crop land -- ~
upwards of 200,000 acres on the west side of Fresno County would result in lost jobs, impacts
to groundwater, and a reduction in property tax revenues. Our fiscally strapped counties would
feel the adverse Impacts from retiring farmland,

My District has already seen what can happen when water leaves the ar~a. A Study by
the California Institute for Rural Studies accurately presented impacts from on-farm water =
reductions and the trickle=down impact that occurred in Mendota during the early 19908 from
the drought. Ag land values dropped 30 percent compared with increases in land values In
other areas of the County, Retail sales in Mendota dropped ! 1 percent, at a time when the
county wide retail sales showed a four percent gain. And up to 720 farm workers were
affected, as cropping changes resulted, in a net decrease of 362,000 hours of ag field labor, or
about $2~2 rol!!ion in lost wages.

Actions that result in lost jobs at a time tO double digit unemployment in the County are
absolutely unacceptable, With one job in six dependent on agriculture in our County, farmland
retirement and conversion would have additional negative impacts on employment.

" With increased unemployment comes Increased demand for social services. City and
county governments provide many of these services. Any reduction of !ocal tax revenues would
make this increased hard pressed to manage. Also, recent welfare reform requires aid
recipients to find employment within a given period. A reduction in the demand for labor will
impede the ability of people to make the transit!on from welfare to work.

Taking farmland out of production while proactlve discussions with local leaders from
agriculture, business, and the building industry are formulating plans to keep farmland in
production Is incongruous. The loss of farmland is already occurring as our Valley’s populatiori
continues to grow. It Is projected that Fresno County could lose almost 19 percent of its
Irrigated .farmland by the year 2040. We ~nnot afford tc lose any more due to insufficient
water supplies,

Al! water savings must remain within the water district boundaries or be transferred to
other water district’s within the originating county boundary. Fresno County is on record that it
opposes any water transfers outside its boundaries.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide input on the CALFED Program, Fresno County
has a vested interest in .developing a bslanced solution that will benefit al! of the 8tale.
CALFED’s success in developing a fair dea! for all Californians will directly determine our
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